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DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW 
The Cultural Services Department has two primary responsibilities ─ activities related to the Al 
Larson Cultural Center and special events management. The Larson Center serves as the hub of 
arts activities in the Northwest suburbs; music, theatre, dance, film, storytelling, children's 
performances, and the visual arts are offered year-round in the Center's 442-seat theatre, outdoor 
stage, and gallery. The Special Events Division oversees coordination of activities including 
Septemberfest, the Prairie Arts Festival, Prairie Plein Air Competition and Show, the annual Tree 
Lighting, Schaumburg Live! @ 90N, and the Volunteer of the Year Awards program. A fully 
equipped video production studio is housed within the building to assist Communications and 
Outreach to develop content for digital signage, social media, web, and the village’s cable 
television channels. 
 

KEY ACTIVITIES 
Twenty-one (21) rental events, which included three theatrical shows, six dance recitals, and 
twelve meetings, took place at the Larson Center in May, for a total of 271 rental hours. Rental 
events generated $66,221 in revenue. Rentals are ahead of past May events. 
 
In total, 78 events took place with 8,501 attendees. 
 
 
Programming 
Staff continued planning for the 2026–27 Arts and Entertainment season. The season 
announcement and ticket sales launch are scheduled for early July. Summer Breeze concerts 
were announced.  
 
Young Artists Programs 
Sunday, May 3, featured a full day of orchestra concerts in the Maggie Atcher Theatre. The 
Schaumburg Youth String Ensemble and Schaumburg Youth Sinfonia Strings performed at 1 
p.m., drawing an audience of 121. The Schaumburg Youth Jazz Orchestra followed at 3 p.m. with 
77 attendees, and the Schaumburg Youth Concert Orchestra and Symphony Orchestra 
concluded the day with a 7 p.m. performance attended by 133 patrons. The Illinois of Council of 
Orchestras presented Rob Pileckis, former Assistant Director of Cultural Services, the Executive 
Director of the Year award for 2024-2025 at the evening performance. 
  
The Schaumburg Choral Artists also presented two off-site concerts during May. On May 16, the 
ensemble performed at Our Savior's United Methodist Church in Schaumburg for an audience 
of 45. A second performance was held on May 31 at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Park Ridge, 
attracting 120 attendees. All concerts were enthusiastically received by audiences.  
  
May also marked the beginning of audition season. Auditions for next season’s Prelude and 
Cantabile Youth Choirs, Schaumburg Youth Concert Orchestra, Schaumburg Youth Symphony 
Orchestra, and Schaumburg Summer Theatre were held throughout the month. Schaumburg 
Summer Theatre cast 30 students in its production of Disney’s High School Musical and began 
rehearsals. Registration remains open for the Village’s three summer fine arts camps, which are 
currently being promoted.  
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Special Events  
The popular Prairie Arts Festival took place over Memorial Day weekend on Saturday, May 23, 
and Sunday, May 24, drawing large crowds and benefiting from beautiful weather throughout 
both days. The festival featured 118 fine artist booth spaces showcasing the work of jewelers, 
painters, photographers, potters, sculptors, and woodcarvers representing nine states. 
 
Visitors enjoyed browsing and purchasing unique artwork, listening to a variety of musical 
performances, and sampling food and beverages from several food truck vendors offering 
diverse menu options. The festival also included a children's activity tent sponsored by the 
Schaumburg Park District, where young artists had the opportunity to create their own art 
projects and take them home. The combination of exceptional artwork, live entertainment, 
family-friendly activities, and favorable weather made for another successful and well-attended 
festival weekend. 
 
The Prairie Plein Air Competition and Show, sponsored by Schaumburg Blick Art Materials, 
culminated with an artist reception held on May 21 in the Herb Aigner Gallery. During the 
reception, the six award-winning artists were recognized for their outstanding work. The 
People's Choice Award winner will be announced on June 22 following the conclusion of the 
gallery exhibition. 
 
The inaugural Schaumburg Live! at 90N Midweek Series took place on Wednesday, May 20. 
Despite unusually cool temperatures for May, the event attracted more than 200 attendees. 
Guests enjoyed live performances by School of Rock Schaumburg and the Dixon Bandits, along 
with food and beverage truck vendors, yard games, and community engagement opportunities. 
The event was supported by sponsors Schaumburg Bank & Trust Company N.A. and Andretti 
Indoor Karting & Games, helping create a fun and welcoming atmosphere for residents and 
visitors alike. 
 
The Septemberfest Arts & Crafts Show has reached capacity and currently maintains a waitlist 
for cancellations. Septemberfest sponsorship applications from both new and returning 
sponsors continue to be submitted for Septemberfest. Applications for the Taste of 
Schaumburg, Taste of Schaumburg’s Not-for-Profit Day, Craft Beer & Wine Garden, and 
Courtesy Booth were posted on the Septemberfest website. Entertainment planning continues 
to progress, with Local Stage and strolling performers and Main Stage entertainment acts being 
booked. Volunteer registration for Septemberfest remains open online, and participation 
continues at a steady pace. 
 
Prairie Center Arts Foundation  
Grants/Sponsorships/Donations: There were $1,305 in restricted gifts and $1,115 in 
unrestricted gifts. The sponsor-a-seat program sold one seat for $300. 
 
Events: The foundation sold beer, wine, soda, specialty cocktails, and water for Prairie Arts 
Festival. Total receipts were $4,500. 
 
Youth Programs: The students sold pretzels, chips and water at the Prairie Arts Festival. Total 
receipts were $1800. 
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