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DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW 
The Cultural Services Department has two primary responsibilities ─ activities related to the Al 
Larson Cultural Center and special events management. The Larson Center serves as the hub of 
arts activities in the Northwest suburbs; music, theatre, dance, film, storytelling, children's 
performances, and the visual arts are offered year-round in the Center's 425-seat theatre, outdoor 
stage, and gallery. The Special Events Division oversees coordination of activities including 
Septemberfest, the Prairie Arts Festival, Prairie Plein Air Competition and Show, the annual Tree 
Lighting, Schaumburg Live! @ 90N, and the Volunteer of the Year Awards program. A fully 
equipped video production studio is housed within the building to assist Communications and 
Outreach to develop content for digital signage, social media, web, and the village’s cable 
television channels. 
 

KEY ACTIVITIES 
Twelve (12) rental events, which included three theatrical shows, two dance recitals, and seven 
meetings, took place at the Larson Center in July, for a total of 77 rental hours. Rental events 
generated $21,490 in revenue. Rentals are on pace with past July events. 
 
In total, 73 events took place in July with 9,690 attendees. 

 

Programming 
The 2026-27 Season of Arts & Entertainment went on sale July 10. The Summer Breeze series 
of free community concerts, produced in partnership with the Schaumburg Park District, put on 
performances by Hillbilly Rockstarz on July 11, Spring Valley Concert Band on July 18, and One 
Foot in the Groove on July 25. Each concert featured live music, food vendors, and a 50/50 
raffle. 
 

Young Artists Programs 

Rehearsals continued for Schaumburg Summer Theatre’s production of High School Musical, 
which opens August 1. Recruitment and auditions also continued for the Village’s youth music 
ensembles. 
 
The Schaumburg Youth Jazz Summer Intensive concluded its second annual session with a July 
7 concert featuring student musicians alongside acclaimed vibraphonist Thaddeus Tukes, under 
the direction of Andrew Luzwick. The ensemble subsequently performed the opening set for 
Schaumburg Live @ 90N Midweek Series on Wednesday, July 15. 
 
The popular Schaumburg Sings choral camp ran July 13–17 with 29 campers. The students 
presented an end-of-camp concert on Friday, July 17, and then served as the opening act for 
Summer Breeze on Saturday, July 18. 
 
On Friday, July 17, 25 students from the Schaumburg Choral Program performed onstage with 
the classic rock band Foreigner as part of Elk Grove Village’s Mid-Summer Classics Concert 
Series. 
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Members of the Schaumburg Summer Theatre cast of High School Musical performed two 
musical numbers as the opening act for Summer Breeze on Saturday, July 25, providing the 
community with a preview of the upcoming production. 
 

Special Events  
Planning continues for Septemberfest 2026. Applications were processed for the Taste of 
Schaumburg, Craft Beer & Wine Garden, Taste of Schaumburg’s Not-for-Profit Day, Labor Day 
Parade, and Courtesy Booths. The Taste of Schaumburg tent is full and has a current waiting 
list. Entertainment on three stages including the Main Stage line-up was announced. New this 
year, Septemberfest's Main Stage VIP experience now features assigned seating with tiered 
pricing by row, giving patrons more choice in where they sit and tickets in the first two rows 
include a meal. Volunteers proceed to register online for various time slots. Securing 
sponsorship participation from both potential new and returning sponsors persists. 
 

Al Larson Cultural Center Foundation  
Grants/Sponsorships/Donations: There were $30 in unrestricted gifts.  
 

Events: The foundation sold beer, wine, soda, specialty cocktails, and water for three Summer 
Breeze Concerts. Total receipts were $1,728. 
 
Youth Programs: The split-the-pot raffle brought in $1,315 from the Summer Breeze Concerts. 
The students sold pretzels, popcorn, and ice cream at the Summer Breeze Concerts and took in 
$945. 
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