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FESTIVAL OVERVIEW

ABOUT SEPTEMBERFEST
The Village of Schaumburg is pleased to present the 54th annual Schaumburg
Septemberfest! Schaumburg Septemberfest, the village's flagship event, is a three-day
festival held over the Labor Day holiday weekend. Septemberfest was originally
established in 1971 by local charitable organizations as a way to raise funds while
providing an alternative to holiday travel for local residents. This year marks the 43rd
year the village has sponsored the event, during which time Septemberfest has grown
to be one of the largest festivals in lllinois.

Septemberfest is organized by the village's Septemberfest Commmittee composed of a
25-member team of professionals tasked with planning and executing the event with
support from all municipal departments, including cultural services, engineering and
public works, police, fire, transportation, and community development.

Admission, shuttle bus service and all general admission lawn seating for musical
acts are FREE!

ATTENDANCE
Since its inception, Septemberfest has seen a consistent increase in attendance. The
Labor Day celebration historically draws more than 100,000 patrons with most festival
attendees from Schaumburg and the surrounding communities. Our Labor Day
celebration is rooted in strong support and patronage from residents of Schaumburg
and the surrounding suburbs. We're delighted to also welcome attendees from across
the greater Chicagoland area and beyond state lines, making Septemberfest the
destination to be for Labor Day weekend. Additional information about our audience can
be found in the Festival Information & Sponsorship Opportunities guide found at
septemberfest.org/sponsor.
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LOCATION
Septemberfest is held on the grounds of the Al Larson Prairie Center for the Arts and
Robert O. Atcher Municipal Center at the corner of Schaumburg Road and Summit
Drive. The festival grounds are approximately 1.5 miles southwest of the Woodfield
Shopping Center, approximately 11 miles west of O’'Hare International Airport, and 30
miles outside of Chicago. With easy access via expressways, public transit, and air,
Septemberfest is accessible from near and far for patrons and sponsors alike.

FESTIVAL ATTRACTIONS & FEATURES
Primarily planned with families in mind, Septemberfest offers a diverse array of activities
and attractions to cater to the interests of patrons of all ages.

Taste of Schaumburg (Saturday, August 30 and Sunday, August 31)

The Taste of Schaumburg at Septemberfest is a two-day food festival featuring up to
twenty-four (24) of the area's best restaurants all under one tent. The Taste tent is
complemented by the Dining Tent located a few steps away.

Taste of Schaumburg’s Not-for-Profit Day (Monday, September 1)

Following the food festival on Saturday and Sunday, Labor Day Monday is dedicated to
giving local community groups the opportunity to raise funds through the sale of food
and beverage items, either independently or by collaborating with local restaurants
supporting their causes. This tradition dates back to the original intent of the festival's
founders.




Craft Beer & Wine Area

Patrons 21+ can relax and indulge in beverages from up to seven local breweries and
wineries, participate in fun activities, and enjoy entertainment next to the municipal
pond.

Arts & Crafts Show

The Arts and Crafts Show has gained the reputation of being one of the finest events of
its kind in Northern lllinois. This juried show highlights up to 200 booths featuring crafts
and fine art from crafters around the country.

Free Shuttle Bus Service

Septemberfest makes it easy for patrons to get to the festival grounds through the free
shuttle bus service. The free shuttle service features three (3) park-and-ride locations
from Schaumburg High School, James B. Conant High School, and Jane Addams Jr. High
School with drop-off across the street from the festival. Ridership (individuals taking trips
to or from the grounds) is estimated at approximately 20k for the weekend.

Carnival & Games

The carnival features up to 23 rides and 10 games. Persons with disabilities are given the
opportunity to enjoy select carnival rides at no charge prior to the festival opening on
Saturday morning as part of the Free Rides for Persons with Disabilities program.




Bingo
A popular festival attraction operated by a local nonprofit organization, patrons vie a
chance to win large cash prizes.

Fireworks (Sunday, rain date on Monday)
A15-minute fireworks show launched just off of the grounds that can be seen for miles.

Main Stage

The Main Stage features well-known national acts. Select past performers have included
Plain White T's, Taylor Nation, Phillip Phillips, Echos of Pompeii, BoDeans, Blue Oyster
Cult, Don Felder formerly of the Eagles, Everclear, Maddie & Tae, Gin Blossoms, Richard

Marx, Pat Benatar & Neil Giraldo, John Waite, Dennis DeYoung: The Music of Styx, and
Rick Springfield.

Local Stage & Strolling Entertainment
Featuring community groups and local entertainment on the stage as well as
entertainment roving throughout the festival grounds

Labor Day Parade (Monday, September 1)

The village's annual parade kicks off Labor Day, following a two (2) mile route ending
adjacent to the festival grounds. The parade includes a maximum of 100 units and is an
annual favorite of patrons of all ages.




DATES, TIMES AND DAILY SCHEDULES
Septemberfest is held annually over the Labor Day holiday weekend. The 54th
Schaumburg Septemberfest will be held Saturday, August 30 through Monday,
September 1.

Saturday, August 30
General Festival Hours: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Arts & Crafts Show: 10 a.m.—-6 p.m.
Taste of Schaumburg: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Craft Beer & Wine Area: 11a.m.-10 p.m.
Free Carnival Rides for Persons with Disabilities Program: 9-11 a.m.
Carnival Rides & Games: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Bingo: 12-10 p.m.
Main Stage Headliner: 8:30-10 p.m.*
Main Stage Opener: 6:30-8 p.m.*
Local Stage Entertainment: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.*

Sunday, August 31
General Festival Hours: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Arts & Crafts Show: 10 a.m.—6 p.m.
Taste of Schaumburg: 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Craft Beer & Wine Area: 11a.m.-10 p.m.
Carnival Rides & Games: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Bingo: 12-10 p.m.

Main Stage Headliner: 8:30-10 p.m.*
Main Stage Opener: 6:30-8 p.m.*
Local Stage Entertainment: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.*
Fireworks: 10 p.m.

Monday, September 1
General Festival Hours: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Arts & Crafts Show: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Taste of Schaumburg’s Not-for-Profit Day: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Craft Beer & Wine Area: 11a.m.-9 p.m.
Carnival Rides & Games: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
Bingo: 12-9 p.m.

Labor Day Parade: 10 a.m. kick off
Main Stage Headliner: 7:30-9 p.m.*
Main Stage Opener: 5:30-7 p.m.*
Local Stage Entertainment: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.*
Fireworks rain date: 9 p.m.

*Entertainment schedules provided are based on Septemberfest 2024 and actual performance times are
subject to change. Actual schedules for Septemberfest 2025 are TBD based on performers booked for 2025.




SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Standard 10’ x 10’ On-Site Activations: Starting at $2,750
e One (1) Day: $2,750
e Two (2) Days: $5,000 ($5,500 value)
e Three (3) Days/All Weekend: $6,500 ($8,250 value)

Large On-Site Activations: Starting at $4,050
e While inventory is limited, Septemberfest can accommodate activations with
footprints exceeding standard 10' x 10' activation footprints.

Local Small Business* 10’ x 10’ On-Site Activations: Starting at $375
e One (1) Day: $375
e Two (2) Days: $600 ($750 value)
e Three (3) Days/All Weekend: $850 ($1,125 value)

Naming Rights: $1,000-$20,000+

Sponsors are granted the first right of refusal to renew naming rights for the same
feature/attraction contracted in the previous year unless otherwise stipulated in the
sponsorship agreement.

Opportunities:

Arts & Crafts Show

Craft Beer & Wine Area

Dining Tent

Fireworks Display (Sunday; rain date Monday)
First Aid Tent

Local Stage & Strolling Entertainment

Labor Day Parade (Monday)

Main Stage

Main Stage Artist Hospitality

Main Stage VIP area

Shuttle Bus Service (three routes free to
patrons; available as a package or individually)
Taste of Schaumburg (Saturday & Sunday)

e Taste of Schaumburg's Not-for-Profit Day
(Monday)

*Reduced rates available to eligible local small businesses. See page 16 for details.



Presenting Sponsorships: Please Inquire

Presenting Sponsorships for Main Stage and Local Stage performances (ex. “The Best
Band, presented by ABC Company”)

On-site Banners: $125/banner

Physical banners provided by sponsors are placed across the 40-acre festival grounds in
high-traffic and high-visibility areas (3’ x 8 banners are highly recommended).
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Social Media Static Posts: $200
Static posts promoting your brand or showing support for Septemberfest and the
community posted organically to Septemberfest’'s Facebook and Instagram accounts.

Social Media Video Posts: $300
Video posts (up to 60 seconds) promoting your brand or showing support for
Septemberfest and the community posted organically to Septemberfest’'s Facebook and

Instagram accounts.
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Content for social media ads must be sent to
rbenvenuti@schaumburg.com by Aug. 1, 2025.



Festival Entrance & Central LED Billboards
Digital static graphics, ads and logos promoting your brand or showing support for
Septemberfest are displayed on two LED billboards at the festival: one at the primary
festival entrance near the shuttle buses and the other near the pond and plaza, facing
the Craft Beer & Wine Area and the Local Stage. Ads are displayed during all festival
hours earning your brand thousands of impressions throughout the weekend. Ads
rotate every 10 seconds.

Main Stage LED Billboards
Digital static graphics, ads, and videos promoting your brand or showing support for
Septemberfest are displayed on a large LED screen for viewing by a relatively captive
audience at the Main Stage. Graphics are displayed from the time the festival opens until
the opening performer takes the stage, and again until the headliner performs earning
your brand thousands of impressions. Ads rotate every 10 seconds.

On-site Digital Advertising Package: $1,200 ($1,400 value)
Sponsors receive one (1) full-size static ad that will be displayed on three (3) billboards:
Festival Entrance Billboard, Central Billboard and the Main Stage Billboard.

Festival Entrance & Central LED Billboard Ads (Stand-Alone): $800*

Digital static graphics and ads are displayed on truck-mounted LED panels for festival
attendees entering and exiting the festival grounds. Graphics are based on 10-second
rotations and displayed on two large screens (with the rear panel serving as a digital
information board) during all festival hours.

Festival Entrance & Central LED Billboard Ads (Shared Value): $400

NEW FOR 2025! Your brand’s static graphic/image/logo displayed in a grid pattern
alongside other brands’ ads (up to 4 ads displayed at one time) on the Festival Entrance
Billboard and Central Billboard.

Main Stage LED Billboard Static Ads: $600*
Your brand'’s static graphic/image/logo displayed on the Main Stage LED screen.

Main Stage LED Billboard Video Ads: $1,250+
Videos/animated graphics/GIFs displayed on the Main Stage LED screen. No audio;
subtitles are acceptable.

e Up to 60 seconds: $1,250 | 1:01-2:00: $1,750 | 2:01-3:00: $2,250

See page 16 for LED Billboard content requirements.

*Discounted LED Billboard rates are available to local small businesses, restaurants participating in the Taste of
Schaumburg and/or Taste of Schaumburg's Not-for-Profit Day, active Schaumburg Business Association members
(regardless of business size/employee headcount) and nonprofit organizations.

Festival Entrance, Central and Main Stage LED Billboards (2024).



Sponsorship Applications

Sponsorship applications must be submitted by August 1, 2025. Applicants shall be
apprised of their application status in late August; however, all paid sponsors requesting
a standard on-site activation footprint will receive a space to exhibit. Larger activation
spaces are available, but inventory is limited. Septemberfest encourages interested
sponsors to submit an application as soon as they are able.

Septemberfest recognizes that no two sponsors’ objectives are the same, and this is
especially true for sponsorships outside the scope of our “standard” opportunities. To
that length, Septemberfest has established several applications and workflows to ensure
sponsors receive the appropriate level of support they deserve:

Sponsorship Application
e 10’ x 10" activations, digital on-site advertising, social media posts, and banners

Premium Sponsorship Inquiry.
e Large activations, naming rights, and presenting sponsorships. These types of
sponsorships are proposal-based and handled one-on-one by the sponsorship team.

Sponsors interested in premium sponsorship opportunities such as naming rights or
larger activation footprints are encouraged to submit their sponsorship inquiry form at
their earliest convenience due to the high level of interest in these opportunities.

By submitting an application or inquiry, potential sponsors understand and agree to
these guidelines and terms. These guidelines and terms may be changed at any time

and impacted sponsors will be informed of all relevant changes.

Applications can be accessed at septemberfest.org/sponsor.

About Our Sponsorship Opportunities

Sponsor acceptance and participation are contingent upon a thorough understanding
and acceptance of the rules and guidelines outlined in this document. Failure to fully
comply with these guidelines may result in denial, removal, prohibition from future
sponsorship, and/or forfeiture of payment, depending on the circumstances. All
payments are deemed final, and no refunds will be issued under any circumstances with
the exception of the complete and total cancellation of the event.

Opportunities, including activations larger than standard 10’ x 10’ footprints, naming
rights, presenting sponsorships, and other “custom” sponsorships are proposal-based,
and pricing is determined by factors including sponsor objectives, interests, and the
festival-determined value of said opportunities.

Septemberfest retains discretionary rights in determining how and where activation
spaces are allocated with the exception of proposal-based sponsorships inclusive of an
agreed upon activation location as part of the sponsorship.
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Labor Day Parade Participation

Sponsors committed to an investment of $600 or more will be invited to participate in
Septemberfest’s Labor Day Parade on Monday, September 1. A separate parade
application must be submitted when it is made available on the website.

Sponsor Activations, Tents, and Displays

Sponsors with activation spaces on the festival grounds are limited to operating within
the footprint they applied and paid for. No sponsor operations may take place outside of
the activation footprint. No items may be placed outside of your activation footprint. The
distribution of literature, giveaway/swag items, etc. outside of the activation footprint is
prohibited. For example, sponsors committing to a 10’ x 10’ footprint with a 10’ x 10’ tent
are only allowed to operate within their tent. Sponsors requiring an additional “frontage”
for their activation should inquire about a larger footprint by submitting a premium
sponsorship application.

Participating sponsors who opt for activation space at Septemberfest will be offered a
festival-provided (and installed) 10’ x 10" tent. All sponsors will be offered two (2) skirted
tables and two (2) chairs. Most festival-provided tents (depending on location) feature
festoon lighting on the backside or outside of the tent.

Sponsors may provide their own tent. All tents shall be securely weighted at each corner
to withstand rainy or windy conditions. A 40 Ib. minimum weight (unless the tent
manufacturer’s specifications state otherwise) shall be secured to each tent leg unless
staked (location permitting). Please note that due to the number of sponsors opting to
use festival-provided (and installed) tents in lieu of their own, activation space on the
grounds is limited — especially for sponsors not opting to exhibit all three days of the
event.

Sponsors parking vehicles in select locations, including on the concrete plaza, will be
required to supply and place plywood under each wheel and supply and place carpet
under each vehicle's engine bay to mitigate any damage or unsafe conditions caused by
fluid leaks. Vehicles should be appropriately maintained so as to not cause damage to
village property.

ol

ﬂ? “"“' - ‘.“I_




Permitted Activation Operations (Sales, Lead Generation, Giveaways, and Raffles)
Sponsor booths, displays, and other activations may be used to display/feature company
or organization signage, information, flyers, brochures, and giveaway items. The booth
may not be used to sell material items. However, vendors may register patrons for
subscriptions, estimates, appointments, services, or free drawings, and may sell
discounted event tickets or experience packages. Raffles may only be conducted by
nonprofit organizations that produce a Village of Schaumburg license to legally conduct
a raffle per municipal code in advance of the festival.

Giveaways, Swag, Prizes, etc.

All items considered giveaways, swag, prizes, and the like need to be approved in
advance by the Septemberfest Committee. ltems including gum, frisbees, balls,
yardsticks, bats, etc. are prohibited. Also prohibited are items sold by vendors with
contracts/agreements with Septemberfest, including but not limited to the festival's
novelty vendor, participating Taste of Schaumburg restaurants, participating Taste of
Schaumburg’s Not-for-Profit Day restaurants and organizations, and participating
clothing vendors, including T-shirts, glow sticks, temporary tattoos, and plastic bottles of
water. This list is not exhaustive and is subject to change.

Insurance Requirements

Septemberfest requires insurance for all sponsors exhibiting on-site at the event.
Sponsors must provide the village with a certificate of insurance (COI) for General
Liability insurance in amounts not less than $1,000,000/occurrence and
$2,000,000/policy limit. The Village of Schaumburg must be listed as “Additional Insured”
in the description box. The Village of Schaumburg must also be listed as the certificate
holder with an address of 101 Schaumburg Ct., Schaumburg, IL 60193. The certificate
(normally provided with your rider policy) must be included with your application or
submitted to the Special Events office at least 30 days prior to Septemberfest.

Sponsors who do not provide the required insurance documentation prior to
Septemberfest will not be allowed to set up or otherwise exhibit at the event nor will
they be refunded. There are no exceptions to these requirements.



Electrical Service

Septemberfest offers electrical service for those requiring it. Electrical service is limited
to 110 volts and a maximum of 40 amps. Septemberfest does not offer 220-volt electrical
service. With limited exceptions, the use of generators by sponsors is prohibited.
Sponsors are required to furnish their own extension cords and power strips as
necessary. Sponsors will be required to provide details pertaining to their electrical
requirements at the time of application to ensure their needs can be accommodated.
While Septemberfest can generally meet the electrical service needs of most sponsors,
requests that exceed the average activation scope may be accommodated for a fee. The
feasibility and associated fee will be determined by the village's Engineering and Public
Works department and communicated to the sponsor prior to any payment being made
to Septemberfest.

Sponsor Arrival and Setup

Sponsors may arrive and begin the setup of their activation as early as 6 a.m. on the day
of their sponsorship unless an alternative arrangement has been made with festival
officials. Booths must be completely set up when the festival opens to the public at 10
a.m. each day. Please allow enough time for your staff to arrive on the grounds, check-in
with officials, and prepare your activation.

Sponsors utilizing festival-provided tents will have their activation space indicated at the
time of arrival. Sponsors utilizing their own tent or bringing their own display will have
their activation footprint indicated with chalk or paint. Under no circumstances may a
sponsor relocate their activation space or place their tent, display, or any other items
outside of their activation footprint.

Sponsors will have the opportunity to drive vehicles to the closest on-road spot to their
activation space before the festival opens to the public. Any vehicles transporting
materials or personnel to the activation space must vacate the area by 9:30 a.m. to
ensure the safe passage of the public when the festival opens. Septemberfest does not
provide assistance in transporting sponsors' supplies, collateral, or personnel around the
grounds without prior arrangement. Sponsors are responsible for the movement and
setup of items at their respective activation areas. Septemberfest encourages sponsors
to bring their own dollies, hand trucks, carts, or other modes of transporting supplies
around the grounds as these will not generally be available.

While sponsors are more than welcome to staff their booths until the festival closes each
day, most sponsors stay until the Main Stage headlining performance begins at 8:30 p.m.
on Saturday and Sunday, and 7:30 p.m. on Monday. All sponsor activations are to remain
open and staffed until at least 6 p.m.




Parking for Sponsors

Each sponsor exhibiting on-site at the festival will receive two (2) on-site parking passes
(for the parking lot selected at the festival's discretion). Additional parking passes may be
provided per the sponsorship agreement. Due to limited on-site parking on the festival
grounds, individuals staffing sponsor activations are encouraged to carpool to the event
or utilize the free park-and-ride shuttle service to and from the festival grounds from
three nearby schools.

Each organization occupying a space will have their company/organization's name on a
guest list at the entrance to receive two parking spaces with passes for each day
operating a booth upon arrival at Septemberfest.

Storage at the Event

Sponsors exhibiting more than one day are discouraged from bringing expensive or
cumbersome items due to limited secure storage on the grounds. As a courtesy,
Septemberfest will have limited secure storage available to sponsors exhibiting on the
grounds with priority access to storage for sponsors exhibiting all three days. Access to
secure storage should be requested in advance of the event. Sponsors are fully
responsible for the care, safety, and security of their property at all times.




Music & Loudspeakers

Sponsors may not play music or use loudspeakers to attract customers. Sponsors may
use laptops, monitors, tablets, or other devices to play media with audio for the purpose
of exhibiting their company, service, or offerings to patrons within their activation space.
Multimedia should be played at a volume only as loud as reasonable for patrons who are
within your footprint to hear. Sponsors playing audio deemed by Septemberfest officials
to be too loud/disturbing to neighboring sponsors will be required to reduce the volume
to a reasonable level.

Engaging with Patrons

Sponsors are required to exhibit within their activation footprint — no exceptions.
Sponsors are prohibited from approaching patrons or distributing literature,
giveaways/swag, or other collateral outside of their activation space. Sponsors and their
staff are expected to always conduct themselves in an appropriate and professional
demeanor with patrons and festival officials.

Media Policy

By participating, sponsors and other participants acknowledge and agree that photos
and videos may be taken of their activations, staff and branding during the event. These
images may be used by the festival for promotional and advertising purposes, including
but not limited to social media, websites, press materials and future marketing
campaigns. Sponsors grant the festival the right to capture and utilize such media
without additional approval or compensation.

Courtesy Booths for Nonprofit Organizations

Septemberfest provides Courtesy Booths for nonprofit organizations interested in
informing patrons about their cause based on availability and with locations assigned at
the discretion of Septemberfest. Courtesy Booths will be assigned based on
availability only after all paid sponsor activations have been assigned. Applicants
shall be apprised of their application status in late August. Thus, please schedule
volunteers to work the days you select; however, you may not receive a booth for all
requested days. Nonprofit organizations interested in utilizing a Courtesy Booth will be
subject to the same rules, guidelines, and deadlines in place for sponsors. Nonprofit
organizations must submit the application specifically for Courtesy Booth requests and
should not submit applications intended for sponsors. It should also be noted that
Courtesy Booth request applications are separate from Taste of Schaumburg's Not-for-
Profit Day applications.
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Reduced Sponsorship Rates Eligibility

Local Small Business activation opportunities are reserved for independently owned and
operated, non-franchise businesses employing 10 or fewer employees that are located
within the Village of Schaumburg or Schaumburg Township limits. In addition,
independently owned and operated, non-franchise small businesses employing 10 or
fewer employees not located within the Village of Schaumburg or Schaumburg
Township limits that are active Schaumburg Business Association members are eligible
for discounted activation rates.

Discounted LED Billboard rates are available to local small businesses, restaurants
participating in the Taste of Schaumburg and/or Taste of Schaumburg’s Not-for-Profit
Day, active Schaumburg Business Association members (regardless of business
size/lemployee headcount) and nonprofit organizations.

All sponsors applying for discounted sponsorship opportunities are subject to
verification that they meet these criteria.

Limitations on Sponsorship Inventory

Septemberfest reserves the right to limit or restrict the availability of sponsorship
opportunities to maintain a balanced and high-quality event. This includes limiting the
number of sponsors in certain categories, avoiding conflicts of interest and ensuring the
integrity of the event's brand.

All sponsorships will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis, with any restrictions
clearly communicated in sponsorship packages and agreements, except for existing
agreements or contracts, such as multiyear sponsorship engagements.

Septemberfest may modify these limitations as needed to align with event goals,
sponsor relevance, or other factors. This policy ensures fair access, prevents
oversaturation and preserves the value of the sponsorship program.

LED Billboard Content Requirements

Content for LED ads must be sent to rbenvenuti@schaumburg.com by August 1, 2025.
High-quality JPG or PNG (minimum 1920x1080 72dpi resolution) images and links to
video files in MP4 format can be sent via internet browser-based file transfer methods
like WeTransfer, Dropbox, Hightail, Google Drive, etc. to rbenvenuti@schaumburg.com.
Links to YouTube videos will not be accepted.

READY TO GET STARTED?

VIEW OUR FULL

QUESTIONS? GET IN TOUCH.

SPONSORSHIP GUIDE ROXANE BENVENUTI
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